CONSCIENCE   AGAINST   VIOLENCE

able and humane is this aphorism. In a pithy phrase,
Castellio passed judgment, once for all, upon the mur-
derer of Servetus. Whatever logical, ethical, national, or
religious pretext may be advanced to justify the execu-
tion of a human being, nothing can abrogate the personal
responsibility of the executioner or instigator. There is
always some particular person responsible for a deed of
blood, and murder can never be condoned by abstract
philosophical precepts. Truth can be diffused, but can-
not be enforced. No doctrine becomes sounder, no truth
becomes truer, because of zealotry; nor can propaganda
by deed exalt a doctrine or a truth. Still less does a doc-
trine or a philosophy become truer through the extirpa-
tion of individuals whose conscience compels them to
deny that truth. Opinions and conceptions are indivi-
dual experiences and events, subject to none except to
the individual who holds them. They cannot be drilled
or regulated. A truth may invoke the name of God a
thousand times, may again and again proclaim itself
sacrosanct, but that does not warrant it in destroying a
God-given human life, which has a sanctity superior to
that of any doctrine. Although to Calvin, dogmatic and
partisan, it seems of no moment that perishable human
beings should perish for the sake of imperishable ideas,
Castellio holds that every man who suffers or is slain for the
sake of his convictions is an innocent victim. Coercion in
spiritual matters is not only a crime against the spirit, but
also labour lost. "We must constrain no one, for coer-
cion has never made any one better. Those who try to
coerce persons into accepting a faith behave as foolishly
as one who, with a stick, should thrust food into a sick
man's mouth." An end, therefore, to the suppression of
those who hold dissentient opinions. "Let your officers
at length be deprived of authority to use force or to
persecute. Give to every man the right to use the tongue
and the pen freely (for this is what St. Paul meant when
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